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On race day every year
thousands of people start out
from the main square of the
city of Novosibirsk to prove to
everybody that Siberians are
strong, healthy and ready to
score victories, small and big.

It was no accident that this
event started up in Novosibirsk.
The city is the capital of Siberia, a
big industrial metropolis of two
million people. It was built up in
haste, mostly during Soviet times,
and was nicknamed “the second
Chicago”. Just nearby is the world-
famous city of academicians,
Akademgorodok, the centre of the
Soviet science and technology
programmes. Novosibirsk’s
mathematicians, physicists,
chemists and biologists made a

great number of inventions and
discoveries there. But Novosibirsk
is also a most beautiful city,
girdled by the River Ob, one of the
great rivers of Asia.

On the embankment of this
river, on 5 September 1998, the
Novosibirsk Half Marathon was
born. It was held as a memorial to
Alexander Raevich, a famous
coach who lived his life for sport,
and loved to race. He trained
many world-class athletes of the
USSR team. In commemoration of
their teacher and friend, his
students created the Novosibirsk
Half Marathon 

In that first competition about
2000 people took part, coming
from 30 cities of Russia and
countries of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS). It
was so successful that the

organizers immediately decided to
make it an annual event.

The number of participants has
continually increased. Alongside
well-known sportsmen amateurs
of all ages take part, and a series
of children’s races and events for
physically handicapped people
have been created. By 2001 the
organizers had expanded it into
the Siberian Race Festival. It
became a spectacular city holiday
as the 4th Novosibirsk Alexander
Raevich Memorial Half Marathon
confirmed: in that first Festival in
2001 more than 30,000 people
flocked to Lenin Square and over
5,000 people ran the Half
Marathon.  

This year 13,600 people were at
the start line. The Festival offered
1500m and 3600m for
rollerbladers and children, and

3600m and 21,097.5m for adults.
Local celebrity sportsmen took
part, such as Olympic racewalking
champion Andrei Perlov; frequent
European champion in Wushu,
Sergei Suhovei, World champion
marathon swimmer Aleksei
Buslovskih. Olympic champions
like Alexander Karelin (wrestling),
Eugeni Podgornii (artistic
gymnastics) and Stanislav
Pozdnyakov (fencing) inspired all
who were present. Athletes from
the former Soviet republics
Kirghizia, Kazakhstan and Belarus,
and from foreign countries like
USA, Italy and Germany, also
attended.

The course passes through the
most picturesque parts of
Novosibirsk. The Opera and Ballet
Theatre is the biggest in Siberia. It
was commissioned in 1935 but
not finished until the end of the
Great Patriotic War [World War II]
in 1945. This unique edifice has
two auditoriums for 1000 and
2000 seats, a total stage area of
900m2 and 12 production
workshops.

Runners pass by the Chapel of
Thaumaturge Nicholas, which is at
the geographical centre of Russia.
It was built in 1914 from
offertories but was pulled down in
1929.  For many years  it remained
entombed in asphalt. Only in 1991
was the temple reconstructed. The
chapel is now not only a holy
place, but a symbol of
Novosibirsk. Newly-weds come
here to make a marriage in
heaven. Along the main street,
Read Avenue, runners see some of
the oldest and most beautiful
buildings, such as the Museum of
Regional Studies and the Museum
of Art. 
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Since then he competed in the
Siberian International Marathon
in Omsk. Returning to Novosibirsk
this year he ran 1:45. The Half-
Marathon organisers are now
helping him to prepare for a
100km race.

Another person surprised
Siberians by his talent and strong
will-power. Dmitrii Pavlov from St.
Petersburg is also sightless, but
ran 1:42. He received a special
prize, the Half Marathon’s  “Will to
Win” award.  These people,
overcoming physical difficulties,
proved to themselves and to
everybody that human abilities
are infinite – and that Siberians,
and others who go there, are
strong.

An important part of the race
festival in Novosibirsk is the
Ekiden relay. The Half Marathon
distance is divided into six equal
laps, making it attractive to teams
from factories and banks,
institutions and schools – even
families. Altogether 80 teams
participated. Spectators
appreciated the struggle not just
among professional athletes, but
also between bank clerks,

company managers, doctors,
scientists, etc.

This year additional bonuses
were offered for setting national
and course records. This drew
strong performers such as Lydia
Grigoryeva, winner of the Paris
Half Marathon and frequent
marathon winners Viktoriya
Klimina and Larisa Zyushko. The
weather for this festival was very
favourable. Novosibirsk was
coloured in different autumn tints.
Lenin Square was filled with
sunlight filtering through the
clouds. Only the wind stood in the
way of record-breaking
performances. For local people
the main prizes were not records
and bonuses but good
atmosphere, courage and
excitement. 

The “Leaders Team” was part of
this, setting out to prove that an
ordinary man or woman could
conquer the half marathon
distance. Anyone who had never
run a long-distance race was
eligible for this team. It consisted
of mangers, designers,
housewives and students. In the
last few weeks before the half-
marathon the “Leaders Team”
were trained for the competition
by luminaries like Olympic
champion Andrei Perlov, senior
coach Alexandr Nikitin and

Russian half marathon champion
Marina Kurnosova. The masters
ran together with novices,
imbuing them with energy. 
As a result, 47 people from the
“Leaders Team” completed the
Half Marathon distance for the
first time.

People of all different ages and
different social levels ran. It was
visual proof that the Novosibirsk
Half Marathon has become a real
race holiday for everyone. The
oldest participant in the 21km
race was 81-year old Viktor
Bashmakov; the youngest
competitor in the 1500m was
seven-year old Nikita Leonov.

The main square and some
main streets of the city were
closed off to traffic. Thousands of
people came to see professional
sportsmen and amateurs
participate in funny contests, such
as the “race of active rest-lovers in
flippers”, or the “race of strong
men”.

The Festival also provides
opportunities for people who are
not usually able to go in for
sports. This was the second year
that Stanislav Belov, who is
partially blind, competed in this
race. Last year Stanislav trained
for a month in the “Leaders
Team”, and ran 21km in 1:57.

MEN:
1 Evgeniy RYBAKOV 1:04.01

2 Anatoliy RYBAKOV 1:04.04
3 Dmitriy BURMAKIN 1:04:34
4 Mihail HOBOTOV 1:04:54
5 Andrey BRIZGALOV 1:05:18
6 Aleksander VASILIEV 1:05:27
7 Sergey LUKIN 1:07:11
8 Sergey FEDOTOV 1:07:18
9 Vadim CHEREPANOV 1:07:30

10 Valeriy PISAREV 1:08:55
WOMEN:

1 Lidia GRIGORYEVA 1:11:02
2 Inga ABITOVA 1:11:06
3 Liliya; YAJAK 1:
4 Larisa ZYUSHKO 1:16:56
5 Evgenia DANILOVA 1:21:38
6 Aleksandra SHALGINA 1:23:15
7 Angela PLISOVA 1:26:31
8 Tamara RYBACHENKO 1:31:50
9 Elena ANTIPOVA 1:32:47 

10 Anna KUSANOVA 1:34:22

Result


